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Updated November 13. 2019, & 2021.

CHAPTER EXCERPT

Dental Caries and Periodontitis
Infections of the Oral Cavity, Neck, and Head » Therapeutic Considerations

For both caries prevention and the treatment of periodontitis, the most important strategy is the
effective control of the supragingival and subgingival biofilm or plagues through active
promotion of and meticulous attention to oral hygiene. The d...

Mandell, Douglas, and Benneti’'s Principles and Practice of Infectious Diseases.
Chow, Anthony W.. Published January 1, 2020. © 2020,
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Dental Caries

Clinical Ovenview 2> View Full Topic

Elsevier Point of Care

Key Points ~

Dental cares (tooth decay) is the localized demineralization
of dental hard tissue by acidic by-products from bacterial
fermentation of dietary carbohvdrates

Early lesions are asymptomatic; more advanced lesions are
associated with sensitivity and pain

Early detection is essential because disease 1s initially
reversible and destructive process mayv be halted

Diagnosis is based primarily on examination, followed by
staging of lesion and caries-activity assessment {(active or
inactive); ancillary radiography testing is indicated for
certain lesions

Disease 1s marked by asymptomatic early visible changes on
the surface tooth enamel during initial phases of
demineralization; cavitation develops with progression of
disease involving dentinal layer (typically associated with
pain)

Radiographs can aid in determining lesion depth and
proximity to pulp and may help to evaluate approximal
surfaces and posterior teeth for caries lesions
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