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N Percentage

Age (year)

Mean+SD 41.53+8.17

Range 22-76
Gender

Female 89 79.5

Male 23 20.5
Religion

Buddhism 78 69.6

Muslim 34 30.4
Education

Less than secondary school 57 50.9

Secondary school 34 30.4

Diploma or above 21 18.7
Occupation

Farmer 32 28.6

Private employee 31 21.7

Trader / self-employed 21 18.7

Housewife 16 14.3
Monthly income

Not enough 63 56.2

Have fairly amount - Have savings 49 43.8
Relationship with the children

Mother 69 61.6

Father 20 17.9

Others 23 20.5
Number of your children

1-2 65 58.0

3-4 37 33.0

5-6 10 9.0
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N Percentage
Characteristic of gingivitis 103 92.8
Gingivitis can cause bad breath 101 90.2
Gingivitis can cause bleeding on brushing 97 86.6
Characteristic of tooth decay 93 83.8
Advantages of fluoride 66 59.5
Tooth decay affects child's growth 62 55.4
When to take their children to see the dentist 55 49.1
Parents should brush for children until 8 years old 20 17.9
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Positive Neutral ~ Negative
n (%) n (%) n (%)

Brushing for their children are useful
Brushing for their children are difficult

Brushing for their children can prevent tooth decay
Brushing for their children can prevent gingivitis
Taking their children to see the dentist are complicated
Taking their children to see the dentist are high cost
Taking their children to see the dentist waste their time

101(902) 9(8.0) 2(L8)
100 (89.3) 11(9.8)  1(0.9)

91(81.2) 18(16.1) 3(2.7)
81(72.3) 23(205) 8(7.1)
90 (80.4) 16 (14.3) 6 (5.3)
89 (795 12(10.7) 11(9.8)

83 (741)  2(1.8) 27(24.1)
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N Percentage

Brushing their children’ teeth

Children only 99 88.4

Care providers 4 3.6

Sometimes the children themselves / Sometimes care providers 9 8.0
Checking up their children’s teeth

Never 23 20.5

Sometimes 75 67.0

Usually 14 125
Using mouthwash

Never 60 53.6

Sometimes 39 34.8
Looking for fluoride ingredient when buying a toothpaste

Never 54 48.2

Sometimes 39 34.8

Usually 19 17.0
Taking their children to see the dentist in last one year

No 89 79.5

Yes 23 20.5
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Training technique Never
Knowledge Hand-over-  Explain Tongue Finger n (%)
hand
n (%) n (%) n (%) n (%)
Tooth decay 0 33 (29.5) 3(2.7) 5 (4.5) 77 (68.8)
Gingivitis 0 4 (3.6) 3(2.7) 3(2.7) 104(92.9)
Practices
Tooth brushing 94 (83.9) 12 (10.7) 0 0 6 (5.4)
Squeezing toothpaste 74 (66.1) 7(6.2) 1(0.9) 0 30 (26.8)
Checking after brushing 0 6 (5.4) 10 (8.9) 10(8.9) 86(76.8)
asafi 6 Lm’d'd‘ﬁil1"1]E]Q"’lgl}’t'lll”aﬁI%j,}ﬂﬂﬂifN"’llﬂﬁ!aﬂUﬂW’ﬁﬂﬁﬂNﬁWﬂGlﬂﬂygu
Frequency  Percentage
Television 49 43.7
Dentist 48 42.9
Health care provider 47 42.0
Own experience / Other people's experiences 44 39.3
Pamphlets /Information board 27 24.1
Magazine 25 22.3
Teacher/Training 24 21.4
Internet 9 8.0
Radio 5 4.5
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Oral health knowledge, attitude and practices in care providers of

visually impaired children

Aimarmorn Tipsodsong* Samerchit Pithpornchaiyakul*

Abstract

Obijective: This study aimed to assess the knowledge, attitudes and practices of care providers of
visually impaired children regarding their oral health care. Materials and Methods: The samples
included a total of 112 care providers of children who attended two schools for the blind in southern
Thailand. Data were collected by telephone interview using structure questionnaire by only one
interviewer. Result: More than 80% of care providers knew about dental caries and gingivitis. Only a
few care providers (17.9%) knew that they should brush their children’s teeth until 8 years of age.
Regarding attitude, care providers understood that brushing their children’s teeth was beneficial, not
difficult, could prevent tooth decay and prevent gingivitis being 90.2%, 89.3%, 81.2% and 72.3%,
respectively. Nevertheless, 88.4% of care providers let children brush without supervision and 79.5%
never took the child to see the dentist. Conclusion: The care providers had knowledge about tooth
decay and gingivitis as well as a good attitude about brushing their child’s teeth. However, care
providers oral health care practices for their children were found to be relatively low, such as not
helping children brush their teeth or taking the child to see the dentist, which is necessary for children
with visual impairments to have good oral health.

Keywords: Practices; Knowledge; Attitudes; Visually impaired children; Care providers

*Department of Preventive Dentistry Faculty of Dentistry, Prince of Songkla University Hat Yai
Songkhla Thailand
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